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How did acting begin? What is its history, and what have the great thinkers on acting said about the art and
craft of performance? In this single-volume survey of the history of acting, Jean Benedetti traces the
evolution of the theories of the actor's craft drawing extensively on extracts from key texts, many of which
are unavailable for the student today. Beginning with the classical conceptions of acting as rhetoric and
oratory, as exemplified in the writing of Aristotle, Cicero and others, The Art of the Actor progresses to
examine ideas of acting in Shakespeare's time right through to the present day. Along the way, Benedetti
considers the contribution and theories of key figures such as Diderot, Stanislavski, Meyerhold, Brecht,
Artaud and Grotowski, providing a clear and concise explanation of their work illustrated by extracts and
summaries of their writings. Some source materials appear in the volume for the first time in English.

The Art of the Actor will be the essential history of acting for all students and actors interested in the great
tradition of performance, both as craft and as art.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

Typically the book The Art of the Actor: The Essential History of Acting from Classical Times to the Present
Day will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Art of the Actor: The
Essential History of Acting from Classical Times to the Present Day is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Kate Vasquez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book The Art of the Actor: The Essential History of Acting from
Classical Times to the Present Day it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Troy Kemp:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Art of the Actor: The Essential History of
Acting from Classical Times to the Present Day can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Walter Burchett:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book The Art of the Actor: The Essential History of Acting from Classical Times to the
Present Day we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must
want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life by this book The Art of the Actor: The Essential History of Acting from Classical Times to
the Present Day. You can more desirable than now.
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