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Much has been written about the heroic figures of Sophocles' powerful dramas. Now Charles Segal focuses
our attention not on individual heroes and heroines, but on the world that inspired and motivated their
actions--a universe of family, city, nature, and the supernatural. He shows how these ancient masterpieces
offer insight into the abiding question of tragedy: how one can make sense of a world that involves so much
apparently meaningless violence and suffering.

In a series of engagingly written interconnected essays, Segal studies five of Sophocles' seven extant plays:
Ajax, Oedipus Tyrannus, Philoctetes, Antigone, and the often neglected Trachinian Women. He examines the
language and structure of the plays from several interpretive perspectives, drawing both on traditional
philological analysis and on current literary and cultural theory. He pays particular attention to the mythic
and ritual backgrounds of the plays, noting Sophocles' reinterpretation of the ancient myths. His delineation
of the heroes and their tragedies encompasses their relations with city and family, conflicts between men and
women, defiance of social institutions, and the interaction of society, nature, and the gods. Segal's analysis
sheds new light on Sophocles' plays--among the most widely read works of classical literature--and on their
implications for Greek views on the gods, moral life, and sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Aimee Nguyen:

This Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society without we recognize teach the
one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Sophocles' Tragic
World: Divinity, Nature, Society can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Sophocles' Tragic World:
Divinity, Nature, Society having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested
in reading.

Terrance Hutchins:

This book untitled Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Susan Chestnut:

The particular book Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.

Gloria Pruitt:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.
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