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Friendship, an acquired relationship primarily based on choice rather than birth, lay at the heart of
Enlightenment preoccupations with sociability and the formation of the private sphere. In Brotherly Love,
Kenneth Loiselle argues that Freemasonry is an ideal arena in which to explore the changing nature of male
friendship in Enlightenment France. Freemasonry was the largest and most diverse voluntary organization in
the decades before the French Revolution. At least fifty thousand Frenchmen joined lodges, the memberships
of which ranged across the social spectrum from skilled artisans to the highest ranks of the nobility. Loiselle
argues that men were attracted to Freemasonry because it enabled them to cultivate enduring friendships that
were egalitarian and grounded in emotion.

Drawing on scores of archives, including private letters, rituals, the minutes of lodge meetings, and the
speeches of many Freemasons, Loiselle reveals the thought processes of the visionaries who founded this
movement, the ways in which its members maintained friendships both within and beyond the lodge, and the
seemingly paradoxical place women occupied within this friendship community. Masonic friendship endured
into the tumultuous revolutionary era, although the revolutionary leadership suppressed most of the lodges
by 1794. Loiselle not only examines the place of friendship in eighteenth-century society and culture but also
contributes to the history of emotions and masculinity, and the essential debate over the relationship between
the Enlightenment and the French Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Gardner:

This Brotherly Love: Freemasonry and Male Friendship in Enlightenment France are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Brotherly Love: Freemasonry and
Male Friendship in Enlightenment France can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Brotherly Love: Freemasonry and Male Friendship
in Enlightenment France giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gail Cote:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Brotherly
Love: Freemasonry and Male Friendship in Enlightenment France.

Kimberly Foust:

Typically the book Brotherly Love: Freemasonry and Male Friendship in Enlightenment France has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by
the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Belinda Hamilton:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Brotherly Love: Freemasonry and Male
Friendship in Enlightenment France to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion
for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the book Brotherly Love: Freemasonry and Male
Friendship in Enlightenment France can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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