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The enlisted men in the United States Army during the Indian Wars (1866-91) need no longer be mere
shadows behind their historically well-documented commanding officers.

As member of the regular army, these men formed an important segment of our usually slighted national
military continuum and, through their labors, combats, and endurance, created the framework of law and
order within which settlement and development become possible. We should know more about the common
soldier in our military past, and here he is.

The rank and file regular, then as now, was psychologically as well as physically isolated from most of his
fellow Americans. The people were tired of the military and its connotations after four years of civil war.
They arrayed their army between themselves and the Indians, paid its soldiers their pittance, and went about
the business of mushrooming the nation’s economy.

Because few enlisted men were literarily inclined, many barely able to scribble their names, most previous
writings about them have been what officers and others had to say. To find out what the average soldier of
the post-Civil War frontier thought, Don Rickey, Jr., asked over three hundred living veterans to supply
information about their army experiences by answering questionnaires and writing personal accounts. Many
of them who had survived to the mid-1950’s contributed much more through additional correspondence and
personal interviews.

Whether the soldier is speaking for himself or through the author in his role as commentator-historian, this is
the first documented account of the mass personality of the rank and file during the Indian Wars, and is only
incidentally a history of those campaigns.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

Within other case, little people like to read book Forty Miles a Day on Beans and Hay: The Enlisted Soldier
Fighting the Indian Wars. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a book Forty Miles a Day on Beans and Hay: The Enlisted Soldier Fighting the
Indian Wars. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Sharon Doyle:

The experience that you get from Forty Miles a Day on Beans and Hay: The Enlisted Soldier Fighting the
Indian Wars is a more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Forty Miles a Day on Beans
and Hay: The Enlisted Soldier Fighting the Indian Wars giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this specific Forty Miles a Day on Beans and Hay: The Enlisted Soldier Fighting
the Indian Wars instantly.

Thelma Martin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing
that fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Forty Miles a Day on Beans and Hay:
The Enlisted Soldier Fighting the Indian Wars why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Michael Spicer:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This Forty Miles a Day on Beans and Hay: The Enlisted Soldier
Fighting the Indian Wars can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you
have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by



knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Forty
Miles a Day on Beans and Hay: The Enlisted Soldier Fighting the Indian Wars.
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