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On the morning of January 24, 1848, James W. Marshall discovered gold in California. The news spread
across the continent, launching hundreds of ships and hitching a thousand prairie schooners filled with
adventurers in search of heretofore unimagined wealth. Those who joined the procession—soon called
49ers—included the wealthy and the poor from every state and territory, including slaves brought by their
owners. In numbers, they represented the greatest mass migration in the history of the Republic.

In this first comprehensive history of the Gold Rush, Malcolm J. Rohrbough demonstrates that in its far-
reaching repercussions, it was the most significant event in the first half of the nineteenth century. No other
series of events between the Louisiana Purchase and the Civil War produced such a vast movement of
people; called into question basic values of marriage, family, work, wealth, and leisure; led to so many
varied consequences; and left such vivid memories among its participants.

Through extensive research in diaries, letters, and other archival sources, Rohrbough uncovers the personal
dilemmas and confusion that the Gold Rush brought. His engaging narrative depicts the complexity of
human motivation behind the event and reveals the effects of the Gold Rush as it spread outward in ever-
widening circles to touch the lives of families and communities everywhere in the United States. For those
who joined the 49ers, the decision to go raised questions about marital obligations and family
responsibilities. For those men—and women, whose experiences of being left behind have been largely
ignored until now—who remained on the farm or in the shop, the absences of tens of thousands of men over
a period of years had a profound impact, reshaping a thousand communities across the breadth of the
American nation.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Days of Gold: The California Gold Rush and the American Nation your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Days of Gold: The California Gold Rush and the
American Nation giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Trudy Clark:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Days of Gold: The California Gold Rush and
the American Nation e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Days of Gold:
The California Gold Rush and the American Nation as good book not only by the cover but also with the
content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Timothy Quintero:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Days of
Gold: The California Gold Rush and the American Nation. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Samuel Crader:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Days of Gold: The California Gold
Rush and the American Nation.
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