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Seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject American Studies - Literature, University of Hamburg,
course: African- American Literature, language: English, abstract: First published in 1983, the story of Alice
Walker's The Color Purple is set in rural
Georgia in the 1930's. It is narrated through the letters of Celie, the protagonist, who
begins to write to God in order to tell him about her life, since her step-father sexually
abused her and told her to never tell anyone but God about it. When Celie starts to
write, she is 14 years old. Through the epistolary style of the novel, the reader gains a
good, more personal and subjective impression of Celies mental and physical condition,
and also of the situation she is growing up in, as she writes down everything she can not
tell anyone else. Also, the fact that Celie writes as she speaks intensifies the impression
that the reader is in a conversation with her. She is not trying to impress anyone with
what she writes down, but to deal with what happened to her.
In the course of the novel, the reader is introduced to the characters that play a role in
her life, as well as the relationships she has with them. Interestingly, she never gives
away the names of male persons like her step-father or husband, but calls them „He“ or
„Pa“ or „Mr___“. The names of males that are younger than her are mentioned.
Celie is exposed to undergoing a major change in her personality and situation, that in
the end lead to her financial, emotional and spiritual independence and freedom.
In this exam paper, I want to focus on the indications that make it possible for Celie to
develop her personality in such many directions, and I want to have a look at what or
who might bar her from doing so. Therefore I am first going to analyse the relationships
between Celie and the characters that are important for this topic and second have a
look at the symbols and indicators that are used by the author throughout the novel in
order to show that a change is going on.
After displaying this, I want to draw a conclusion from it, sum up my findings and give
a short reading response.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

The book "The Color Purple": How is the development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel? can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a
book "The Color Purple": How is the development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel?? Some of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book "The Color Purple": How is the
development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel? has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Samantha Campbell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just their
can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on guardería until university need this kind of "The Color Purple": How is the development of Celie
portrayed throughout the novel? to read.

Juan Harrell:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This "The Color Purple": How is the development of Celie
portrayed throughout the novel? book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with "The Color Purple": How is the
development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel? content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you
even now thinking "The Color Purple": How is the development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel? is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Terry Pullen:

Beside this particular "The Color Purple": How is the development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel?
in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have "The Color Purple": How is the development of



Celie portrayed throughout the novel? because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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