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Educators, politicians, parents, and even students are consumed with speaking the language of academic
achievement. Yet something is missing in the current focus on accountability, standardized testing, and
adequate yearly progress. If schools continue to focus the conversation on rigor and accountability and
ignore more human elements of education, many students may miss out on opportunities to discover the
richness of individual exploration that schools can foster.

In The Best Schools, Armstrong urges educators to leave narrow definitions of learning behind and return to
the great thinkers of the past 100 years—Montessori, Piaget, Freud, Steiner, Erikson, Dewey, Elkind,
Gardner—and to the language of human development and the whole child.

The Best Schools highlights examples of educational programs that are honoring students’ differences, using
developmentally appropriate practices, and promoting a humane approach to education that includes the
following elements:

*An emphasis on play for early childhood learning.
*Theme- and project-based learning for elementary school students.
*Active learning that recognizes the social, emotional, and cognitive needs of adolescents in middle schools.
*Mentoring, apprenticeships, and cooperative education for high school students.

Educators in “the best schools” recognize the differences in the physical, emotional, cognitive, and spiritual
worlds of students of different ages. This book will help educators reflect on how to help each student reach
his or her true potential, how to inspire each child and adolescent to discover an inner passion to learn, and
how to honor the unique journey of each individual through life.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Snyder:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books
but if you want experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel.
The The Best Schools: How Human Development Research Should Inform Educational Practice is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Lela Koehn:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Best Schools: How Human Development Research Should Inform Educational Practice, it is
possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a reserve.

Carlos McNerney:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Best Schools: How Human
Development Research Should Inform Educational Practice can be excellent book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

William Ward:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
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