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Published in 1764, On Crimes and Punishments by Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794) courted both success and
controversy in Europe and North America. Enlightenment luminaries and enlightened monarchs alike lauded
the text and looked to it for ideas that might help guide the various reform projects of the day. The equality
of every citizen before the law, the right to a fair trial, the abolition of the death penalty, the elimination of
the use of torture in criminal interrogations—these are but a few of the vital arguments articulated by
Beccaria.

This volume offers a new English translation of On Crimes and Punishment alongside writings by a number
of Beccaria's contemporaries. Of particular interest is Voltaire's commentary on the text, which is included in
its entirety. The supplementary materials testify not only to the power and significance of Beccaria's ideas,
but to the controversial reception of his book. At the same time that philosophes proclaimed that it contained
principles of enduring importance to any society grappling with matters of political and criminal justice,
allies of the ancien régime roundly denounced it, fearing that the book's attack on feudal privileges and its
call to separate law from religion (and thus crime from sin) would undermine their longstanding privileges
and powers.

Long appreciated as a foundational text in criminology, Beccaria's arguments have become central in debates
over capital punishment. This new edition presents Beccaria's On Crimes and Punishments as an important
and influential work of Enlightenment political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Maas:

The book On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
great thing like a book On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library)?
A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many details for us.
It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings
(Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

David George:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time to
perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do?
Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their can do in
which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte
Italian Library) to read.

Amy Parr:

This On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da
Ponte Italian Library) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't be worry On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian
Library) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This On Crimes and Punishments and Other Writings
(Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

John Smith:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This On Crimes and Punishments and Other
Writings (Lorenzo Da Ponte Italian Library) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.



Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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