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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Freiburg (Englisches Seminar), course: HS The Coming-of-Age Story in America, language: English,
abstract: In the ‘coming-of-age story’ the major conflict of the story lies in the adult world. Rather than
focusing on the change of the youth, in the latter story type the youth character is exposed to a confrontation
with the adult world. In Oates’s story this confrontation consists of the fact that the youth world (Connie) is
getting overpowered by the adult world (Arnold Friend).

At the beginning of the story, in the title, the reader is confronted with a twofold question pointing in two
directions. “The very title of the story calls attention to duality: a future (where are you going) and a past
(where have you been).” Therefore, in this term paper the following thesis will be examined: “The concept of
duality is a basic feature of the ‘coming-of-age’ story.” It will be shown that in Oates’s “Where Are You
Going, Where Have You Been?” one distinctive feature of creating the story type of the ‘coming-of-age’
story is the concept of duality. While following the twofold pattern of analyzing the representation of the
youth world and the adult world, further major techniques of creating duality in Oates’s story will be
discovered, such as irony, ambiguity, grotesque, parody, allusions, deception, and allegory.
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From reader reviews:

Saul Robinson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Concept of
Duality in Joyce Carol Oates's "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?"? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Eric Graves:

Often the book The Concept of Duality in Joyce Carol Oates's "Where Are You Going, Where Have You
Been?" will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The
Concept of Duality in Joyce Carol Oates's "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Theodore Stewart:

The e-book with title The Concept of Duality in Joyce Carol Oates's "Where Are You Going, Where Have
You Been?" has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Edward Upton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Concept of Duality in
Joyce Carol Oates's "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to
pick The Concept of Duality in Joyce Carol Oates's "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?"
become your personal starter.
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