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In Energiya-Buran: the Soviet Space Shuttle, the authors describe the long development path of the Soviet
space shuttle system, consisting of the Energiya rocket and the Buran orbiter. The program eventually saw
just one unmanned flight in November 1988 before the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet
Union sealed its fate. After a Foreword provided by lead Buran test pilot Igor Volk, the authors look at the
experience gradually accumulated in high-speed aeronautics with the development of various Soviet rocket
planes and intercontinental cruise missiles between the 1930s to 1950s and the study of several small
spaceplanes in the 1960s. Next the authors explain how the perceived military threat of the US Space Shuttle
led to the decision in February 1976 to build a Soviet equivalent, and explore the evolution of the design
until it was frozen in 1979. Following this is a detailed technical description of both Energiya and Buran and
a look at nominal flight scenarios and emergency situations, highlighting similarities and differences with the
US Space Shuttle. The authors then expand on the managerial aspects of the Energiya-Buran program, sum
up the main design bureaus and production facilities involved in the project and describe the infrastructure
needed to transport the hardware and prepare it for launch at the Baikonur cosmodrome. They go on to detail
the selection and training of teams of civilian and military test pilots for Buran, crew assignments for the first
manned missions and preparatory flights aboard Soyuz spacecraft. Next the focus turns to the extensive test
program that preceded the first flight of Buran, notably the often trouble-plagued test firings of rocket
engines, the first flight of Energiya with the enigmatic Polyus payload, test flights of subscale models and
atmospheric approach and landing tests. After an analysis of Western speculation on the Soviet space shuttle
effort in the pre-glasnost era, a detailed account is given of final preparations for the maiden flight of Buran
and the mission itself. In the final chapters the authors look at the gradual demise of the project in the early
1990s, the fate of the Soviet orbiters and their cosmodrome infrastructure, cancelled missions, and the many
planned derivatives of the Energiya rocket. Attention is also paid to technological spin-offs such as the Zenit
and Sea Launch projects and the RD-180 and RD-191 rocket engines. Finally, an overview is given of
alternative spaceplane proposals during and after the Buran era, including the MAKS air-launched
spaceplane, the Kliper spacecraft and various single-stage-to-orbit systems. The book closes off with key
specifications of the Energiya-Buran system, short biographies of the Buran pilots, an extensive list of
Russian acronyms, a short bibliographical essay and a detailed index. Based largely on Russian sources, it is
richly illustrated with some 250 pictures and diagrams. Although Energiya-Buran was primarily a program
of unfulfilled promises and shattered dreams, it represented a major technological breakthrough for the
Soviet Union and its story deserves to be told.
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From reader reviews:

Myron Abbott:

The knowledge that you get from Energiya-Buran (Springer Praxis Books) will be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Energiya-Buran (Springer Praxis Books) giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this kind of Energiya-Buran (Springer Praxis Books) instantly.

Camille Wolfe:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Energiya-Buran
(Springer Praxis Books) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Energiya-Buran (Springer Praxis Books)is the main of several books this
everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Jackie Frost:

The e-book untitled Energiya-Buran (Springer Praxis Books) is the e-book that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Energiya-Buran (Springer Praxis Books) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Corey Cook:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Energiya-Buran (Springer Praxis Books) was
colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Energiya-Buran (Springer Praxis
Books) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that.
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