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Seminar paper from the year 1999 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
2 (B), Technical University of Braunschweig (English Seminar), course: PS Introduction to Late Victorian
Literature, language: English, abstract: In this paper I will first give an account of the aesthetic movement in
England, from origin to decline, which I will then oppose to the character of Dorian Gray in Oscar Wilde′s
The Picture of Dorian Gray. The comparison of the different stages in the development of both aestheticism
and its incarnated representative Dorian Gray is intended to outline the fact that, even before the decline of
aestheticism sets in in the 1890s, Oscar Wilde has anticipated the danger that lies in leading a life that is
exclusively based on aesthetic values and pursuing its doctrines too persistently. Through the ruin of Dorian
Gray, Wilde reveals the tragedy of the aesthetic movement and thus shows that it is eventually inevitably
condemned to fail. Dorian is the epitome of an aesthete who in the end becomes the martyr of a movement
which has preached, taught and understood its philosophy too narrow-mindedly. Of course this is a
deficiency of narrow-mindedness in general and thus The Picture of Dorian Gray does not only represent the
undoing of the epoch it was written in but also of any other theory or philosophy that takes itself too
seriously.

I will support this statement with an assertion of Lord Henry Wootton′s, who is obviously a polemic on
general principles but therefore mostly not less right.

"Humanity takes itself too seriously. It′s the world′s original sin. If the caveman had known how to laugh,
History would have been different." (p.50 )1
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From reader reviews:

Francine Nott:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Dorian Gray and Aestheticism.

Richard Martinez:

The publication with title Dorian Gray and Aestheticism includes a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

James Thrasher:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Dorian Gray and Aestheticism can give you a lot of close
friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dorian Gray and Aestheticism.

Roger Borquez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Dorian Gray and Aestheticism.
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