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In the first comprehensive study of the experience of Virginia soldiers and their families in the Civil War,
Aaron Sheehan-Dean captures the inner world of the rank-and-file. Utilizing new statistical evidence and
first-person narratives, Sheehan-Dean explores how Virginia soldiers--even those who were
nonslaveholders--adapted their vision of the war's purpose to remain committed Confederates.

Sheehan-Dean challenges earlier arguments that middle- and lower-class southerners gradually withdrew
their support for the Confederacy because their class interests were not being met. Instead he argues that
Virginia soldiers continued to be motivated by the profound emotional connection between military service
and the protection of home and family, even as the war dragged on. The experience of fighting, explains
Sheehan-Dean, redefined southern manhood and family relations, established the basis for postwar race and
class relations, and transformed the shape of Virginia itself. He concludes that Virginians' experience of the
Civil War offers important lessons about the reasons we fight wars and the ways that those reasons can
change over time.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Smith:

This book untitled Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia (Civil War America)
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
guide from your list.

Wendy Ray:

The particular book Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia (Civil War
America) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book.
This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Kenneth Salinas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation
in Civil War Virginia (Civil War America) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Why
Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia (Civil War America) as good book but not
only by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its deal
with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Marianne Stromain:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Why Confederates Fought: Family and
Nation in Civil War Virginia (Civil War America) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the guide Why Confederates Fought:
Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia (Civil War America) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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