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The Guardians opens with a story from the July 24, 2008, edition of the Riverdale Press that begins, "An
unidentified white man was struck and instantly killed by a Metro-North train last night as it pulled into the
station on West 254th Street." Sarah Manguso writes: "The train's engineer told the police that the man was
alone and that he jumped. The police officers pulled the body from the track and found no identification. The
train's 425 passengers were transferred to another train and delayed about twenty minutes."
The Guardians is an elegy for Manguso's friend Harris, two years after he escaped from a psychiatric
hospital and jumped under that train. The narrative contemplates with unrelenting clarity their crowded
postcollege apartment, Manguso's fellowship year in Rome, Harris's death and the year that followed—the
year of mourning and the year of Manguso's marriage. As Harris is revealed both to the reader and to the
narrator, the book becomes a monument to their intimacy and inability to express their love to each other
properly, and to the reverberating effects of Harris's presence in and absence from Manguso's life. There is
grief in the book but also humor, as Manguso marvels at the unexpected details that constitute a friendship.
The Guardians explores the insufficiency of explanation and the necessity of the imagination in making
sense of anything.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Guardians: An Elegy for a Friend.

Donald McLaughlin:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
since just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Guardians: An Elegy for a Friend to
read.

Eileen Matherly:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that
need more time to be read. The Guardians: An Elegy for a Friend can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Kristen Blasingame:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Guardians: An Elegy for a Friend
can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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