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Treating sixteenth- and seventeenth-century erotic literature as part of English political history, Erotic
Subjects traces some surprising implications of two early modern commonplaces: first, that love is the basis
of political consent and obedience, and second, that suffering is an intrinsic part of love. Rather than dismiss
such assumptions as mere conventions, Melissa Sanchez uncovers the political import of early modern
literature's fascination with eroticized violence.

Focusing on representations of masochism, sexual assault, and cross-gendered identification, Sanchez re-
examines the work of politically active writers from Philip Sidney to John Milton. She argues that political
allegiance and consent appear far less conscious and deliberate than traditional historical narratives allow
when Sidney depicts abjection as a source of both moral authority and sexual arousal; when Edmund Spenser
and William Shakespeare make it hard to distinguish between rape and seduction; when Mary Wroth and
Margaret Cavendish depict women who adore treacherous or abusive lovers; when court masques stress the
pleasures of enslavement; or when Milton insists that even Edenic marriage is hopelessly pervaded by
aggression and self-loathing. Sanchez shows that this literature constitutes an alternate tradition of political
theory that acknowledges the irrational and perverse components of power and thereby disrupts more
conventional accounts of politics as driven by self-interest, false consciousness, or brute force.

Erotic Subjects will be of interest to students and scholars of early modern literary and political history, as
well as those interested in the histories of gender, sexuality, and affect more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Baker:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this Erotic Subjects: The Sexuality of
Politics in Early Modern English Literature book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Denise Church:

Precisely why? Because this Erotic Subjects: The Sexuality of Politics in Early Modern English Literature is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Naomi Taylor:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Erotic Subjects: The Sexuality of Politics in Early
Modern English Literature can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Erotic
Subjects: The Sexuality of Politics in Early Modern English Literature.

Hazel Fletcher:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Erotic Subjects: The Sexuality of Politics in Early Modern English Literature can



make you experience more interested to read.
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