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The United States holds the dubious distinction of having the most unequal income distribution of any
advanced industrialized nation. While other developed countries face similar challenges from globalization
and technological change, none rivals America’s singularly poor record for equitably distributing the benefits
and burdens of recent economic shifts. In Categorically Unequal, Douglas Massey weaves together history,
political economy, and even neuropsychology to provide a comprehensive explanation of how America’s
culture and political system perpetuates inequalities between different segments of the population.

Categorically Unequal is striking both for its theoretical originality and for the breadth of topics it covers.
Massey argues that social inequalities arise from the universal human tendency to place others into social
categories. In America, ethnic minorities, women, and the poor have consistently been the targets of
stereotyping, and as a result, they have been exploited and discriminated against throughout the nation’s
history. African-Americans continue to face discrimination in markets for jobs, housing, and credit.
Meanwhile, the militarization of the U.S.-Mexican border has discouraged Mexican migrants from leaving
the United States, creating a pool of exploitable workers who lack the legal rights of citizens. Massey also
shows that women’s advances in the labor market have been concentrated among the affluent and well-
educated, while low-skilled female workers have been relegated to occupations that offer few chances for
earnings mobility. At the same time, as the wages of low-income men have fallen, more working-class
women are remaining unmarried and raising children on their own. Even as minorities and women continue
to face these obstacles, the progressive legacy of the New Deal has come under frontal assault. The
government has passed anti-union legislation, made taxes more regressive, allowed the real value of the
federal minimum wage to decline, and drastically cut social welfare spending. As a result, the income gap
between the richest and poorest has dramatically widened since 1980. Massey attributes these anti-poor
policies in part to the increasing segregation of neighborhoods by income, which has insulated the affluent
from the social consequences of poverty, and to the disenfranchisement of the poor, as the population of
immigrants, prisoners, and ex-felons swells.

America’s unrivaled disparities are not simply the inevitable result of globalization and technological
change. As Massey shows, privileged groups have systematically exploited and excluded many of their
fellow Americans. By delving into the root causes of inequality in America, Categorically Unequal provides
a compelling argument for the creation of a more equitable society.

A Volume in the Russell Sage Foundation's Centennial Series
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Categorically Unequal: The
American Stratification System (A Russell Sage Foundation Centennial Volume)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Julia Jenkins:

This Categorically Unequal: The American Stratification System (A Russell Sage Foundation Centennial
Volume) are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of
this Categorically Unequal: The American Stratification System (A Russell Sage Foundation Centennial
Volume) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Categorically Unequal: The American Stratification System (A Russell Sage Foundation
Centennial Volume) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Keith Reese:

This book untitled Categorically Unequal: The American Stratification System (A Russell Sage Foundation
Centennial Volume) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order
it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
publication from your list.

Leon Bailey:

Why? Because this Categorically Unequal: The American Stratification System (A Russell Sage Foundation
Centennial Volume) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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