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Follows the life and career of Sally Benson, acclaimed writer of New Yorker fiction and Hollywood
screenplays.

In Casual Affairs, Maryellen V. Keefe vividly follows the life and career of Sally Benson, the New Yorker
writer remembered by generations of moviegoers for Meet Me in St. Louis, the film that brought her family
to life. Keefe traces Benson’s life from her childhood in St. Louis to marriage and motherhood to her award-
winning fiction career and her success as a Hollywood screenwriter. Through the Jazz Age and into the
1930s and ’40s, Benson negotiated the transition from domesticity to the marketplace, becoming a full-
fledged career woman while juggling her responsibilities as a wife and mother and indulging in several
“quiet little affairs.” She succeeded early in a profession dominated by men, forging her way in a largely
male world and winning the support and friendship of colleagues and editors. Benson established herself as a
writer known for brutally honest portraits of middle-class women much like herself.

“Impeccably researched and highly entertaining, this long-awaited biography of Sally Benson will find an
important place in the history of American theater, film, and belles lettres.” — Donald Spoto, biographer of
Alfred Hitchcock, Tennessee Williams, Laurence Olivier, and others

“Finally a biographer capable of bringing the brilliant and outrageous Sally Benson to life! And what a life it
was for a woman, who began a long career writing for the New Yorker in 1929 and Hollywood in the forties.
Keefe’s vivid account, which draws on family papers as it traces Benson’s personal and professional ups and
downs, is also the story of a generation of young women eager to balance work and family. Readers who
know Benson primarily from the film Meet Me in St. Louis will come to know her as a stylist every bit as
talented as Dorothy Parker and with the same wonderful flair.” — Susan Goodman, author of Republic of
Words: The Atlantic Monthly and Its Writers, 1857–1925

Maryellen V. Keefe is Associate Professor of English at SUNY Maritime College and the author of St.
Angela Merici: Leading People to God.
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From reader reviews:

Lavelle Hildreth:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Casual Affairs: The Life and Fiction of Sally Benson. Try to the actual
book Casual Affairs: The Life and Fiction of Sally Benson as your close friend. It means that it can to be
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Matthew Wallace:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Casual Affairs: The Life and Fiction of Sally Benson book is readable through you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Casual
Affairs: The Life and Fiction of Sally Benson content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you
continue to thinking Casual Affairs: The Life and Fiction of Sally Benson is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Effie Phillips:

The publication untitled Casual Affairs: The Life and Fiction of Sally Benson is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you
is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Casual Affairs: The Life and Fiction of Sally Benson
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Willis Harrington:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Casual Affairs: The
Life and Fiction of Sally Benson that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you could pick Casual Affairs: The Life and Fiction of Sally Benson become your
personal starter.
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