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Mary McCarthy was one of the leading literary figures of her time. In addition to the novels and memoirs for
which she is best remembered, she was also a tireless literary and social critic. Starting out as a theater
reviewer for Partisan Review in 1937, she quickly distinguished herself for her witty and fearless
commentary on topics ranging from McCarthyism to the French New Novel to women’s fashion magazines.
McCarthy was an eager controversialist, unsparing in her dissection of anything she found phony or
hypocritical. Her reviews are sharp, sometimes malicious, and often very funny, but her criticism is also
informed by deep erudition and enlivened by an inexhaustible capacity for enthusiasm. Her political
writings, critical in equal measure of the Cold War consensus and of its critics, are less concerned with
finding correct positions than with exploring the often absurd circumstances in which agonizing moral
decisions are made.

While the soundness of McCarthy’s judgments can sometimes be doubted, her curiosity and intelligence
cannot. The intellectual brio and acute judgment that characterizes her best fiction is vividly displayed in this
selection of essays, which span McCarthy’s career from the late 1930s to the late 1970s. It includes her
writings on topics such as fashion magazines, Eugene O’Neill, A Streetcar Named Desire, Look Back in
Anger, Pale Fire, J.D. Salinger, Madame Bovary, Italo Calvino, and Watergate. The volume constitutes not
only a valuable record of the ideological and cultural controversies that dominated American intellectual life
from the Moscow trials to the Watergate hearings, but will also introduce a new generation of readers to a
uniquely forthright and vibrant critical voice.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

The book A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays?
Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A Bolt from the Blue and Other
Essays has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Branch:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can help men
and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays book
since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Gigi Brown:

This A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The reason why of this A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays can be on the list of great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that might
be will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Bolt from the Blue and Other
Essays giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Daryl Radford:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays we can take more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book A Bolt from the Blue
and Other Essays. You can more attractive than now.
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