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Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 examines the rise and fall of
organized socialism in West Virginia through an exploration of the demographics of membership, oral
interview material gathered in the 1960s from party members, and the collapse of the party in the wake of the
Paint Creek-Cabin Creek coal-mining strike of 1912.  The first local branch of the West Virginia Socialist
Party was established in Wheeling in 1901 and by 1914 several thousand West Virginians were dues-paying
members of local branches. By 1910 local Socialists began to elect candidates to office and in 1912 more
than 15,000 West Virginian voters cast their ballots for Socialist presidential candidate Eugene Debs. The
progress that West Virginia socialists achieved on the electoral front was a reflection of the party’s strategy
of increasing class-consciousness by working with existing unions to build the power of the labor movement.
The party appealed to a fairly broad cross section of wage earners and its steady growth also owed much to
the fact that many members of the middle class were attracted to the cause. Several factors combined to send
the party into rapid decline, most importantly deep fissures between class and craft factions of the party and
1915 legislation making third party political participation difficult. Working Class Radicals offers insight
into the various internal and external forces that doomed the party and serves as a cautionary tale to
contemporary political leaders and organizers.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Eades:

The feeling that you get from Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920
(WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA) is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside words
the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Working
Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific
Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST VIRGINIA &
APPALACHIA) instantly.

James Martin:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in
West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA), you may enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Tessa Krieger:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to your account is Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia,
1898-1920 (WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA) this reserve consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when
he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Marian Buell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From



media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST
VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA) when you needed it?
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