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The Poetics of Eros in Ancient Greece offers the first comprehensive inquiry into the deity of sexual love, a
power that permeated daily Greek life. Avoiding Foucault's philosophical paradigm of
dominance/submission, Claude Calame uses an anthropological and linguistic approach to re-create
indigenous categories of erotic love. He maintains that Eros, the joyful companion of Aphrodite, was a
divine figure around which poets constructed a physiology of desire that functioned in specific ways within a
network of social relations. Calame begins by showing how poetry and iconography gave a rich variety of
expression to the concept of Eros, then delivers a history of the deity's roles within social and political
institutions, and concludes with a discussion of an Eros-centered metaphysics.

Calame's treatment of archaic and classical Greek institutions reveals Eros at work in initiation rites and
celebrations, educational practices, the Dionysiac theater of tragedy and comedy, and in real and imagined
spatial settings. For men, Eros functioned particularly in the symposium and the gymnasium, places where
men and boys interacted and where future citizens were educated. The household was the setting where girls,
brides, and adult wives learned their erotic roles--as such it provides the context for understanding female
rites of passage and the problematics of sexuality in conjugal relations. Through analyses of both Greek
language and practices, Calame offers a fresh, subtle reading of relations between individuals as well as a
quick-paced and fascinating overview of Eros in Greek society at large.
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From reader reviews:

Richard McCain:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Poetics of
Eros in Ancient Greece? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
different opinion?

Jane Hanscom:

This The Poetics of Eros in Ancient Greece book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of The Poetics of Eros in Ancient Greece without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Poetics of Eros in Ancient Greece
can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This The Poetics of Eros in Ancient Greece having very good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ruben Jenkins:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. The Poetics of Eros in Ancient Greece can be your answer as it can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.

Mary Wright:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Poetics of Eros in Ancient Greece
which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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