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Based on the author’s own experiences, The Middle Parts of Fortune is a breathtaking account of the Great
War and the men who fought it.

First published anonymously in 1929 because its language was considered far too frank for public
circulation, The Middle Parts of Fortune was hailed by T. S. Eliot and Ezra Pound, by Lawrence of Arabia
and Ernest Hemingway, as an extraordinary novel. Its author was in fact Frederic Manning, an Australian
writer who fought in the Battle of the Somme in 1916, and who told his story of men at war from the
perspective of an ordinary soldier.

Never before published in Australia, The Middle Parts of Fortune is now recognised as a twentieth-century
classic. This edition includes an introduction by Simon Caterson.

Frederic Manning was born in Sydney in 1882. Manning’s military experience informed his great novel,
The Middle Parts of Fortune, which was originally published in 1929 under the author’s military number,
Private 19022. Frederic Manning died in England in 1935. It was not until 1946 that Manning was identified
as the author of one of the greatest war novels ever written.

Simon Caterson is a Melbourne-based freelance writer and the author of Hoax Nation: Australian Fakes
and Frauds from Plato to Norma Khouri.

‘The finest and noblest book of men in war.’ Ernest Hemingway

A classic of enduring validity. I am glad he was an Australian, for this is a profoundly democratic book. I
know of no story of the first world war which is so effectively written, not only from the ranks, but from the
point of view of the ranks it remains, with Richard Mahony, almost alone among the products of Australian
writers.’ Australian Book Review

‘No praise could be too sheer for this book. It justifies every heat of praise. Its virtues will be recognised
more and more as time goes on.’ Lawrence of Arabia

‘A wise book among the most thoughtful novels of the war.’ New York Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

The feeling that you get from The Middle Parts Of Fortune: Text Classics may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Middle Parts Of Fortune: Text Classics giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this particular The Middle Parts Of Fortune: Text Classics
instantly.

Eileen Smith:

The book The Middle Parts Of Fortune: Text Classics has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
perusing this book.

James Barclay:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Middle Parts Of Fortune: Text Classics can give
you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Middle Parts Of
Fortune: Text Classics.

Russell Fielder:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. From the book The Middle Parts Of Fortune: Text Classics we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book The
Middle Parts Of Fortune: Text Classics. You can more desirable than now.
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