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Part geographical location, part time period, and part state of mind, the American West is a concept often
invoked but rarely defined. Though popular culture has carved out a short and specific time and place for the
region, author and longtime Californian Stephen Aron tracks "the West" from the building of the Cahokia
Mounds around 900 AD to the post-World War II migration to California. His Very Short Introduction
stretches the chronology, enlarges the geography, and varies the casting, providing a history of the American
West that is longer, larger, and more complicated than popular culture has previously suggested. It is a
history of how portions of North America became Wests, how parts of these became American, and how
ultimately American Wests became the American West.

Aron begins by describing the expansion of Indian North America in the centuries before and during its early
encounters with Europeans. He then explores the origins of American westward expansion from the Seven
Years' War to the 1830s, focusing on the western frontier at the time: the territory between the Appalachian
Mountains and the Mississippi River. He traces the narrative - temporally and geographically - through the
discovery of gold in California in the mid-nineteenth century and the subsequent rush to the Pacific Slope.
He shows how the passage of the Newlands Reclamation Act in 1902 brought an unprecedented level of
federal control to the region, linking the West more closely to the rest of the United States, and how World
War II brought a new rush of population (particularly to California), further raising the federal government's
profile in the region and heightening the connections between the West and the wider world.

Authoritative, lucid, and ranging widely over issues of environment, people, and identity, this is the
American West stripped of its myths. The complex convergence of peoples, polities, and cultures that has
decisively shaped the history of the American West serves as the key interpretive thread through this Very
Short Introduction.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Henson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Evelyn Looney:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), it is possible to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Brian Crafton:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this The American
West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Marie Forrest:

The book untitled The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read



this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice read.
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