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Scattered throughout the Talmud, the founding document of rabbinic Judaism in late antiquity, can be found
quite a few references to Jesus--and they're not flattering. In this lucid, richly detailed, and accessible book,
Peter Schäfer examines how the rabbis of the Talmud read, understood, and used the New Testament Jesus
narrative to assert, ultimately, Judaism's superiority over Christianity.

The Talmudic stories make fun of Jesus' birth from a virgin, fervently contest his claim to be the Messiah
and Son of God, and maintain that he was rightfully executed as a blasphemer and idolater. They subvert the
Christian idea of Jesus' resurrection and insist he got the punishment he deserved in hell--and that a similar
fate awaits his followers.

Schäfer contends that these stories betray a remarkable familiarity with the Gospels--especially Matthew and
John--and represent a deliberate and sophisticated anti-Christian polemic that parodies the New Testament
narratives. He carefully distinguishes between Babylonian and Palestinian sources, arguing that the rabbis'
proud and self-confident countermessage to that of the evangelists was possible only in the unique historical
setting of Persian Babylonia, in a Jewish community that lived in relative freedom. The same could not be
said of Roman and Byzantine Palestine, where the Christians aggressively consolidated their political power
and the Jews therefore suffered.

A departure from past scholarship, which has played down the stories as unreliable distortions of the
historical Jesus, Jesus in the Talmud posits a much more deliberate agenda behind these narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Severino:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Jesus in the Talmud. Try to face the book Jesus in the Talmud as your
good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Bradley Smith:

The book untitled Jesus in the Talmud contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new
age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Starr Place:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Jesus in the Talmud as well as others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Jesus in the
Talmud to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Catherine Mejia:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Jesus in the Talmud can make you experience more interested to read.
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