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What makes someone responsible for a crime and therefore liable to punishment under the criminal law?
Modern lawyers will quickly and easily point to the criminal law's requirement of concurrent actus reus and
mens rea, doctrines of the criminal law which ensure that someone will only be found criminally responsible
if they have committed criminal conduct while possessing capacities of understanding, awareness, and self-
control at the time of
offense. Any notion of criminal responsibility based on the character of the offender, meaning an implication
of criminality based on reputation or the assumed disposition of the person, would seem to today's criminal
lawyer a relic of the 18th Century. In this volume, Nicola Lacey demonstrates that the practice of
character-based patterns of attribution was not laid to rest in 18th Century criminal law, but is alive and well
in contemporary English criminal responsibility-attribution.

Building upon the analysis of criminal responsibility in her previous book, Women, Crime, and Character,
Lacey investigates the changing nature of criminal responsibility in English law from the mid-18th Century
to the early 21st Century. Through a combined philosophical, historical, and socio-legal approach, this
volume evidences how the theory behind criminal responsibility has shifted over time. The character and
outcome responsibility which dominated criminal law in the 18th
Century diminished in ideological importance in the following two centuries, when the idea of responsibility
as founded in capacity was gradually established as the core of criminal law. Lacey traces the historical
trajectory of responsibility into the 21st Century, arguing that ideas of character responsibility
and the discourse of responsibility as founded in risk are enjoying a renaissance in the modern criminal law.
These ideas of criminal responsibility are explored through an examination of the institutions through which
they are produced, interpreted and executed; the interests which have shaped both doctrines and institutions;
and the substantive social functions which criminal law and punishment have been expected to perform at
different points in history.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

The book In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on
Criminal Law and Justice) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book In Search of Criminal
Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice)? Some
of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas,
Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Joseph Kidwell:

Here thing why this In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions (Oxford
Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. In
Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law
and Justice) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no publication that similar with In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions
(Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy
to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and
Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) in e-book can be your choice.

Cheryl Burnett:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas,
Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice), you can enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Joan Morris:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television



programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This In Search of Criminal Responsibility:
Ideas, Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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