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The conventional wisdom is that the founders were avid death penalty supporters. In this fascinating and
insightful examination of America’s Eighth Amendment, law professor John D. Bessler explodes this myth
and shows the founders’ conflicting and ambivalent views on capital punishment. Cruel and Unusual takes
the reader back in time to show how the indiscriminate use of executions gave way to a more enlightened
approach—one that has been evolving ever since. While shedding important new light on the U.S.
Constitution’s “cruel and unusual punishments” clause, Bessler explores the influence of Cesare Beccaria’s
essay, On Crimes and Punishments, on the Founders’ views, and the transformative properties of the
Fourteenth Amendment, which made the Bill of Rights applicable to the states. After critiquing the U.S.
Supreme Court’s existing case law, this essential volume argues that America’s death penalty—a vestige of a
bygone era in which ear cropping and other gruesome corporal punishments were thought
acceptable—should be declared unconstitutional.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Cruel and Unusual. Try to face the book Cruel and Unusual as
your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

James Brown:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks.
It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually Cruel and Unusual.

Duncan Houghton:

This Cruel and Unusual is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read
it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Cruel and Unusual in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with
ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Jose Said:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Cruel and Unusual when you essential it?
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