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In a provocative book-length essay, Patricia Lynne argues that most programmatic assessment of student
writing in U.S. public and higher education is conceived in the terms of mid-20th century positivism. Since
composition as a field had found its most compatible home in constructivism, she asks, why do
compositionists import a conceptual frame for assessment that is incompatible with composition theory?

By casting this as a clash of paradigms, Lynne is able to highlight the ways in which each theory can and
cannot influence the shape of assessment within composition. She laments, as do many in composition, that
the objectively oriented paradigm of educational assessment theory subjugates and discounts the very social
constructionist principles that empower composition pedagogy. Further, Lynne criticizes recent practice for
accommodating the big business of educational testing—especially for capitulating to the discourse of
positivism embedded in terms like "validity" and "reliability." These terms and concepts, she argues, have
little theoretical significance within composition studies, and their technical and philosophical import are
downplayed by composition assessment scholars.

There is a need, Lynne says, for terms of assessment that are native to composition. To open this needed
discussion within the field, she analyzes cutting-edge assessment efforts, including the work of Broad and
Haswell, and she advances a set of alternate terms for evaluating assessment practices, a set of terms
grounded in constructivism and composition.

Coming to Terms is ambitious and principled, and it takes a controversial stand on important issues. This
strong new volume in assessment theory will be of serious interest to assessment specialists and their
students, to composition theorists, and to those now mounting assessments in their own programs.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Blais:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing
Assessment will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Jessica Henriquez:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Coming To
Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessmentis the main of
several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world on this book.

Kevin Vickers:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment, you can tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Casey Russell:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read will be Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment.
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