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This book is concerned with the meaning and use of two kinds of declarative sentences:

1) It's raining?
2) It's raining.

The difference between (1) and (2) is intonational: (1) has a final rise--indicated by the question mark--while
(2) ends with a fall.

Christine Gunlogson's central claim is that the meaning and use of both kinds of sentences must be
understood in terms of the meaning of their defining formal elements, namely declarative sentence type and
rising versus falling intonation. Gunlogson supports that claim through an investigation of the use of
declaratives as questions. On one hand, Gunlogson demonstrates that rising and falling declaratives share an
aspect of conventional meaning attributable to their declarative form, distinguishing them both from the
corresponding polar interrogative (Is it raining?) and constraining their use as questions. On the other hand,
since (1) and (2) constitute a minimal pair, differing only in intonation, systematic differences in character
and function between them--in particular, the relative "naturalness" of (1) as a question compared to (2) --
must be located in the contrast between the fall and the rise.
To account for these two sets of differences, Gunlogson gives a compositional account of rising and falling
declaratives under which declarative form expresses commitment to the propositional content of the
declarative. Rising versus falling intonation on declaratives is responsible for attribution of the commitment
to the Addressee versus the Speaker, respectively. The result is an inherent contextual "bias" associated with
declaratives, which constitutes the crucial point of difference with interrogatives. The compositional analysis
is implemented in the framework of context update semantics (Heim 1982 and others), using an articulated
version of the Common Ground (Stalnaker 1978) that distinguishes the commitments of the individual
discourse participants.

Restrictions on the use of declaratives as questions, as well as differences between rising and falling
declaratives as questions, are shown to follow from this account. Gunlogson argues that neither rising nor
falling declaratives are inherently questioning--rather, the questioning function of declaratives arises through
the interaction of sentence type, intonation, and context.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Mason:

The book True to Form: Rising and Falling Declaratives as Questions in English (Outstanding Dissertations
in Linguistics) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book True to Form: Rising and Falling Declaratives as
Questions in English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics)? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try
to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book True to Form: Rising and Falling Declaratives as Questions in English
(Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Craig Chivers:

This True to Form: Rising and Falling Declaratives as Questions in English (Outstanding Dissertations in
Linguistics) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This True to Form: Rising
and Falling Declaratives as Questions in English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics) without we
realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry True to
Form: Rising and Falling Declaratives as Questions in English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics) can
bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even telephone. This True to Form: Rising and Falling Declaratives as Questions in
English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics) having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Katherine Clark:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love True to Form: Rising and Falling
Declaratives as Questions in English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics), it is possible to enjoy both. It
is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Marianne Button:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,



do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like True to Form: Rising and
Falling Declaratives as Questions in English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics) which is obtaining
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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