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Affirmative action strikes at the heart of deeply held beliefs about employment and education, about the
concepts of justice and fairness, and about the troubled history of race relations in America. Published on the
50th anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education, this is the only book available that gives readers a
balanced, non-polemical, and lucid account of this highly contentious issue. Beginning with the roots of
affirmative action, Anderson describes African-American demands for employment in the defense industry--
spearheaded by A. Philip Randolph's threatened March on Washington in July 1941--and the desegregation
of the armed forces after World War II. He investigates President Kennedy's historic 1961 executive order
that introduced the term "affirmative action" during the early years of the civil rights movement and he
examines President Johnson's attempts to gain equal opportunities for African Americans. He describes
President Nixon's expansion of affirmative action with the Philadelphia Plan--which the Supreme Court
upheld--along with President Carter's introduction of "set asides" for minority businesses and the Bakke
ruling which allowed the use of race as one factor in college admissions. By the early 1980s many citizens
were becoming alarmed by affirmative action, and that feeling was exemplified by the Reagan
administration's backlash, which resulted in the demise and revision of affirmative action during the Clinton
years. He concludes with a look at the University of Michigan cases of 2003, the current status of the policy,
and its impact. Throughout, the author weighs each side of every issue--often finding merit in both
arguments--resulting in an eminently fair account of one of America's most heated debates.
A colorful history that brings to life the politicians, legal minds, and ordinary people who have fought for or
against affirmative action, The Pursuit of Fairness helps clear the air and calm the emotions, as it illuminates
a difficult and critically important issue.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Pursuit of Fairness: A History of Affirmative Action.

Tommy Heckman:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Pursuit of Fairness: A
History of Affirmative Action. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Karen McCarthy:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Pursuit of Fairness: A History of
Affirmative Action, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Ian Bracy:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Pursuit of Fairness: A History of
Affirmative Action or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Pursuit of Fairness: A History of Affirmative Action to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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