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When eighteenth-century American men described "with a swelling of the heart" their friendships with other
men, addressing them as "lovely boy" and "dearly beloved," celebrating the "ardent affection" that knit their
hearts in "indissoluble bonds of fraternal love," their families, neighbors, and acquaintances would have been
neither surprised nor disturbed.

Richard Godbeer's groundbreaking new book examines loving and sentimental friendships among men in the
colonial and revolutionary periods. Inspired in part by the eighteenth-century culture of sensibility and in
part by religious models, these relationships were not only important to the personal happiness of those
involved but also had broader social, religious, and political significance.

Godbeer shows that in the aftermath of Independence, patriots drafted a central place for male friendship in
their social and political blueprint for the new republic. American revolutionaries stressed the importance of
the family in the era of self-government, reimagining it in ways appropriate to a new and democratized era.
They thus shifted attention away from patriarchal authority to a more egalitarian model of brotherly
collaboration. In striving to explore the inner emotional lives of early Americans, Godbeer succeeds in
presenting an entirely fresh perspective on the personal relationships and political structures of the period.

Scholars have long recognized the importance of same-sex friendships among women, but this is the first
book to examine the broad significance ascribed to loving friendships among men during this formative
period of American history. Using an array of personal and public writings, The Overflowing of Friendship
will transform our understanding of early American manhood as well as challenge us to reconsider the ways
we think about gender in this period.
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From reader reviews:

Reinaldo Downs:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the
Creation of the American Republic ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The
Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic is not only giving
you more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love
between Men and the Creation of the American Republic. You never truly feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Benedict Wilkerson:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Overflowing of Friendship: Love
between Men and the Creation of the American Republic is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Marie Slaughter:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between
Men and the Creation of the American Republic as the daily resource information.

Juana Kitchen:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men
and the Creation of the American Republic giving you another experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing



pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity.
Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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