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Thesis (M.A.) from the year 2011 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,
University of Heidelberg, language: English, abstract: "Who are you, Miss Snowe?" (V 287) Ginevra
Fanshawe asks Lucy Snowe and draws attention to one, if not the central question of humankind: Who am I?
How do we define who we are: by our job, by our social roles, or by the view others have of us? Moreover,
living in a society and having to interact with other human beings, we also need to know who they are: friend
or foe, villain or potential lover? However, it is impossible to reduce a human being to just one trait ('She is a
mother', 'He is open-minded', 'She is a writer', 'He is a man.'). The same applies to most rounded literary
characters.
This paper will discuss the presentation and identification of the main characters in Emily Brontë's
Wuthering Heights and Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyre and Villette. At first I will have a closer look at what is
expected of the characters on the narrative level, for example, being the hero of a novel. The second part of
the paper will deal with the self-perception and search for identity of the protagonists Jane Eyre, Lucy Snowe
and Catherine Earnshaw/Linton/Heathcliff. In the last part, I will discuss how these characters are identified
through others, focusing on doppelgänger.
However, when doing a characterisation of the protagonists of Jane Eyre, Villette and Wuthering Heights,
one has to consider that the narrators in all three novels are homodiegetic. This means – in these particular
cases – that they are biased and, most likely, unreliable. The description of the characters and their behaviour
is filtered through the eyes and words of the narrators. Therefore, one should always keep in mind that the
information given to the reader is already interpreted or at least coloured by the narrator.
Even though the main focus of this paper will be on the Mid-Victorian Gothic novels Jane Eyre (1847),
Villette (1853) and Wuthering Heights (1847), I will also draw comparisons to other works of female writers
of the 19th century. There are, for example, interesting parallels to Mary Shelley's Frankenstein (1818) and
to the short story "The Yellow Wallpaper" (1892) written by the American author Charlotte Perkins Gilman.
The latter provides a "terribly good" (Howells 7; qtd. in Shumaker 1) example of a woman's loss of identity
and therefore perfectly matches the discussed novels of Charlotte and Emily Brontë.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Hood:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Identity, Identification and Finding One's Self in Mid-
Victorian Female Gothic: "Jane Eyre", "Villette" and "Wuthering Heights" can be great book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.

Rhonda Munoz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Identity, Identification and Finding One's
Self in Mid-Victorian Female Gothic: "Jane Eyre", "Villette" and "Wuthering Heights" reserve written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Identity, Identification and Finding One's Self in Mid-
Victorian Female Gothic: "Jane Eyre", "Villette" and "Wuthering Heights" as good book not simply by the
cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Violet Shook:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Identity, Identification and Finding One's Self
in Mid-Victorian Female Gothic: "Jane Eyre", "Villette" and "Wuthering Heights" can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Ellis Dunn:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book Identity, Identification and Finding One's Self in Mid-Victorian Female
Gothic: "Jane Eyre", "Villette" and "Wuthering Heights" was filled in relation to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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