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The 2010 earthquake in Haiti was one of the deadliest disasters in modern history, sparking an international
aid response—with pledges and donations of $16 billion—that was exceedingly generous. But now, five
years later, that generous aid has clearly failed. In Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti, anthropologist Mark
Schuller captures the voices of those involved in the earthquake aid response, and they paint a sharp,
unflattering view of the humanitarian enterprise.  
 
Schuller led an independent study of eight displaced-persons camps in Haiti, compiling more than 150
interviews ranging from Haitian front-line workers and camp directors to foreign humanitarians and many
displaced Haitian people. The result is an insightful account of why the multi-billion-dollar aid response not
only did little to help but also did much harm, triggering a range of unintended consequences, rupturing
Haitian social and cultural institutions, and actually increasing violence, especially against women. The book
shows how Haitian people were removed from any real decision-making, replaced by a top-down, NGO-
dominated system of humanitarian aid, led by an army of often young, inexperienced foreign workers.
Ignorant of Haitian culture, these aid workers unwittingly enacted policies that triggered a range of negative
results. Haitian interviewees also note that the NGOs “planted the flag,” and often tended to “just do
something,” always with an eye to the “photo op” (in no small part due to the competition over funding).
Worse yet, they blindly supported the eviction of displaced people from the camps, forcing earthquake
victims to relocate in vast shantytowns that were hotbeds of violence.
 
Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti concludes with suggestions to help improve humanitarian aid in the
future, perhaps most notably, that aid workers listen to—and respect the culture of—the victims of
catastrophe.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Block:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Humanitarian Aftershocks in
Haiti to read.

Norma Wilson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Humanitarian Aftershocks in
Haiti is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Randall Wilmes:

The reason why? Because this Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Roberta Anglin:

Beside this specific Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Humanitarian Aftershocks in Haiti because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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