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It is usually claimed that serfs were oppressed and unfree, but is this assumption true? Freedom's Price,
building on a new reading of archival material, attempts a fundamental re-appraisal of the continuing
orthodoxy that a 'serf' economy embodied peasant exploitation. It reveals that, in fact, Prussian 'subject'
peasants fared much better than their 'free' neighbours; they had mutual rights and obligations with nobles
and the state.

In this volume, Sean Eddie seeks to establish the true 'price of freedom' paid by the peasants both in the so-
called Second Serfdom around 1650 and in the enfranchisement of 1807-21. Far from representing further
exploitation, the peasants drove a hard bargain, and many nobles subsequently fared worse than their tenants;
subjection was abolished and land ownership was transferred from noble to peasant. Capital was therefore at
the centre of the pre-capitalist economy, and the growing economic
polarization of society owed more to the peasants' access to capital than to noble exploitation. By locating
Prussian serfdom and reforms in a pan-European context, and within debates about the nature of economic
development, feudalism, and capitalism, Freedom's Price targets a wider audience of early
modern and modern European historians, economic historians, and interested general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Verna Smith:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection, and Reform in
Prussia, 1648-1848. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important the book Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection, and Reform in Prussia, 1648-1848.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jerry Deal:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection,
and Reform in Prussia, 1648-1848 is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Kenneth Porter:

Exactly why? Because this Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection, and Reform in Prussia, 1648-1848 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Malcolm Moser:

This Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection, and Reform in Prussia, 1648-1848 is new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Freedom's
Price: Serfdom, Subjection, and Reform in Prussia, 1648-1848 can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve



especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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