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Chaim Gans's A Political Theory for the Jewish People examines the two dominant interpretations of
Zionism, contrasts them with post-Zionist alternatives, and develops a third model. Along with exploring the
historiographic, philosophical and moral foundations of each of these approaches, Gans considers their
implications for the relationship between Jews and Arabs in Israel/Palestine as well as the relationship
between Israeli and diasporic Jews.

Proprietary Zionism, Gans argues, is the version that is most popular among the Israeli Jewish public. It
conceives of the land of Israel/historic Palestine as the property of the Jewish people. It also conceives of the
entire Jewish people as belonging to Israel. Hierarchical Zionism is common among Israel's educated elites
and interprets the Jewish right to self-determination as a right to hegemony within the Israeli state. It remains
silent on the issue of the relationship between Israeli and non-Israeli Jews. Post-Zionist approaches,
conversely, thoroughly reject these Zionist narratives regarding Jewish history and critique the rationale for
the continued existence of the state of Israel as a Jewish state.

Gans disagrees with all of these approaches, and in their stead advocates egalitarian Zionism, which is based
on an egalitarian interpretation of the right to national self-determination and derives from the justifications
for Zionism in its early years. As such, it interprets the historical link between the Jews and the land of Israel
in terms of identity rather than property. It also views the link between Israel and world Jewry as a matter of
choice for individual Jews--not as a matter of necessity, inextricably bound to their essence as Jews. He sees
it as preferable to both the dominant strands of Zionism but also to the major contemporary anti-Zionist
approaches: first, that of the Israeli post-Zionists offering a civic or post-colonial vision of a non-Jewish
state, and, secondly, that of the mostly American post-Zionists who have a neo-diasporic vision for both
Israeli and non-Israeli Jews in which the connection to the land of Israel is loose at best. Ultimately, the book
argues that egalitarian Zionism is superior to its rivals both in the authenticity of its relationship to Jewish
history and in its implications for denizens of Israeland Jews around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Vickers:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be read. A Political Theory for the Jewish People can be your answer because it can be read by
you who have those short extra time problems.

Paul Hardy:

Beside that A Political Theory for the Jewish People in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have A
Political Theory for the Jewish People because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!

Aaron Blue:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Political Theory for the
Jewish People can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?

Pamela Wilson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this A Political Theory for the Jewish People can make you feel more interested to
read.
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