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With the introduction of new production methods and technological innovation, tradesmen and workers
encountered new challenges. This study examines the development of trade unions as a manifestation of
working class experience in late Gilded Age America. It underscores both the distinctive and the common
features of trade unionism across four occupations: building tradesmen, cigar makers, garment workers, and
printers. While reactions differed, the unions representing these workers displayed a convergence in their
strategic orientation, programmatic emphasis and organizational modus operandi. As such, they were not
disparate organizations, concerned only with sectional interests, but participants in an organizational-network
in which cooperation and solidarity became benchmarks for the labor movement.

Printers coped with the mechanization of typesetting by promoting greater cooperation among the different
craft unions within the industry, with the aim of establishing effective job control. Building tradesmen
exerted a pragmatic militancy, which combined strikes with overtures to the employers' business sense, to
uphold the standards of craft labor. Cigar makers, especially handicraftsmen who found their position
threatened by machinery and the growth of factory production, debated the merits of a craft-based union
against the possible advantages of an industrial-oriented organization. Garment workers, caught in the snare
of a sweating system of labor in which wages and work loads were inversely related, organized unions to
mount strikes during the busy season in the hope of securing higher wages, only to see them whither in the
midst of slack periods.
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From reader reviews:

Elisa Hall:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled A Broad and Ennobling Spirit:
Workers and Their Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor
Studies)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Chris Henderson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Broad and
Ennobling Spirit: Workers and Their Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898
(Contributions in Labor Studies) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Mary Jacobs:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This A Broad and Ennobling Spirit:
Workers and Their Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor
Studies) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Mary Linkous:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and A Broad and Ennobling Spirit:
Workers and Their Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor
Studies) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes A Broad and Ennobling Spirit: Workers and Their Unions in Late Gilded Age
New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor Studies) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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