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In this second of a planned five-volume series, David Roy provides a complete and annotated translation of
the famous Chin P'ing Mei, an anonymous sixteenth-century Chinese novel that focuses on the domestic life
of His-men Ch'ing, a corrupt, upwardly mobile merchant in a provincial town, who maintains a harem of six
wives and concubines. This work, known primarily for its erotic realism, is also a landmark in the
development of narrative art--not only from a specifically Chinese perspective but in a world-historical
context.

With the possible exception of The Tale of Genji (1010) and Don Quixote (1615), there is no earlier work of
prose fiction of equal sophistication in world literature. Although its importance in the history of Chinese
narrative has long been recognized, the technical virtuosity of the author, which is more reminiscent of the
Dickens of Bleak House, the Joyce of Ulysses, or the Nabokov of Lolita than anything in the earlier Chinese
fiction tradition, has not yet received adequate recognition. This is partly because all of the existing
European translations are either abridged or based on an inferior recension of the text. This translation and its
annotation aim to faithfully represent and elucidate all the rhetorical features of the original in its most
authentic form and thereby enable the Western reader to appreciate this Chinese masterpiece at its true
worth.
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From reader reviews:

Elias Rosser:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two:
The Rivals: 2 (Princeton Library of Asian Translations). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Plum in the Golden Vase
or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton Library of Asian Translations). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Tanya Minor:

The actual book The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton
Library of Asian Translations) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Brian Nelson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Plum in the Golden Vase or,
Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton Library of Asian Translations) publication written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei,
Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton Library of Asian Translations) as good book but not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Kim Salgado:

Beside this kind of The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton
Library of Asian Translations) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Plum
in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton Library of Asian
Translations) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you
rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The



Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
Find this book and read it from today!
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