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The ancient story of King Goujian, a psychologically complex fifth-century BCE monarch, spoke powerfully
to the Chinese during China's turbulent twentieth century. Yet most Americans—even students and
specialists of this era—have never heard of Goujian. In Speaking to History, Paul A. Cohen opens this
previously missing (to the West) chapter of China's recent history. He connects the story to each of the major
traumas of the last century, tracing its versatility as a source of inspiration and hope and elegantly exploring,
on a more general level, why such stories often remain sealed up within a culture, unknown to outsiders.
Labeling this phenomenon "insider cultural knowledge," Cohen investigates the relationship between past
story and present reality. He inquires why at certain moments in their collective lives peoples are especially
drawn to narratives from the distant past that resonate strongly with their current circumstances, and why the
Chinese have returned over and over to a story from twenty-five centuries ago. In this imaginative stitching
of story to history, Cohen reveals how the shared narratives of a community help to define its culture and
illuminate its history.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Russo:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Speaking to History: The Story of King Goujian in Twentieth-Century China
(Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Speaking to History: The Story of King
Goujian in Twentieth-Century China (Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes) content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Speaking to History: The Story of King Goujian
in Twentieth-Century China (Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes) is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Ariane Gray:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Speaking to History: The Story of
King Goujian in Twentieth-Century China (Asia: Local Studies / Global Themes) is kind of book which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Federico Hayward:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Speaking to History: The Story of King Goujian in Twentieth-Century China (Asia: Local Studies / Global
Themes) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Elizabeth Brown:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of



the Speaking to History: The Story of King Goujian in Twentieth-Century China (Asia: Local Studies /
Global Themes) when you desired it?
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