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Social pacts – policy agreements between governments, labor unions and sometimes employer organizations
– began to emerge in many countries in the 1980s. The most common explanations for social pacts tend to
focus on economic factors, influenced by industrial relations institutions such as highly coordinated
collective bargaining. This book presents, and tests, an alternative and complementary explanation
highlighting the electoral calculations made by political parties in choosing pacts.

Using a dataset covering 16 European countries for the years 1980-2006, as well as eight in-depth country
case studies, the authors argue that governments’ choice of social pacts or legislation is less influenced by
economic problems, but is strongly influenced by electoral competition. Social pacts will be attractive when
party leaders perceive them to be helpful in reducing the potential electoral costs of economic adjustment
and wage restraint policies. Alternatively, parties may forgo negotiations with social partners and seek to
impose such policies unilaterally if they believe that approach will yield electoral gain or minimize electoral
costs.

By combining the separate literatures on political economy and party politics, the book sheds new light on
the dynamics of social pacts in Western Europe. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of
political science, economics, political economy, European Studies and comparative politics.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Doll:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting
for Social Pacts (Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) was making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Parties,
Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge Research in
Comparative Politics) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using
the book Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge
Research in Comparative Politics). You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Deborah Beaudry:

Here thing why this kind of Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social
Pacts (Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social
Pacts (Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) giving you information deeper and in different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Parties, Elections, and Policy
Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge Research in Comparative Politics). It gives
you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge Research in
Comparative Politics) in e-book can be your option.

Enrique Hayes:

The particular book Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western Europe: Voting for Social Pacts
(Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Paul Andrews:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Parties, Elections, and Policy Reforms in Western
Europe: Voting for Social Pacts (Routledge Research in Comparative Politics) can be the response, oh how



comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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