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While the rise of the charmingly simple, brilliantly evocative haiku is often associated with the seventeenth-
century Japanese poet Matsuo Basho, the form had already flourished for three hundred years before Basho
even began to write. These early poems, known as hokku, are identical to haiku in syllable count and
structure but function differently as a genre. Whereas each haiku is its own constellation of image and
meaning, hokku opens a a series of linked, collaborative stanzas in a sequence called renga.

Under the mastery of Basho, hokku first gained its modern independence. His talents evolved the style into
the haiku beloved by so many poets today& mdash;Richard Wright, Jack Kerouac, and Billy Collins being
notable devotees. This anthology reproduces 300 Japanese hokku poems composed between the thirteenth
and early eighteenth centuries, from the work of the courtier Nijo Yoshimoto to the genre's first
"professional" master, Sogi, and his subsequent disciples. It also features twenty masterpieces by Basho
himself. Steven Carter, a renowned scholar of Japanese poetry and prominent translator, includes an
introduction covering the history of haiku and the form's aesthetics and classifies these poems according to
style and context& mdash;distinguishing early renga from Haikai renga and renga from the Edo period, for
example. His rich commentary and analysis illuminates each work, and he adds their romanized versions and
notes on composition and setting, as well as brief descriptions of the poets and the times in which they wrote.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Calvert:

This Haiku Before Haiku: From the Renga Masters to Basho (Translations from the Asian Classics) book is
not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Haiku Before Haiku: From the Renga Masters to Basho
(Translations from the Asian Classics) without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Haiku Before Haiku: From the Renga Masters to Basho
(Translations from the Asian Classics) can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Haiku Before Haiku:
From the Renga Masters to Basho (Translations from the Asian Classics) having fine arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Hale:

This Haiku Before Haiku: From the Renga Masters to Basho (Translations from the Asian Classics) are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Haiku Before Haiku:
From the Renga Masters to Basho (Translations from the Asian Classics) can be one of many great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information
that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Haiku Before Haiku:
From the Renga Masters to Basho (Translations from the Asian Classics) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ronald Marinelli:

Haiku Before Haiku: From the Renga Masters to Basho (Translations from the Asian Classics) can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Haiku Before Haiku: From the Renga Masters to Basho (Translations from the Asian
Classics) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Brandy Godwin:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Haiku Before Haiku: From the Renga Masters to Basho



(Translations from the Asian Classics) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one
book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Haiku Before Haiku: From the Renga Masters to Basho (Translations from the Asian Classics).
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