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African nations have watched the recent civic dramas of the Arab Spring and Occupy Wall Street asking if
they too will see similar civil society actions in their own countries. Nigeria—Africa’s most populous
nation—has long enjoyed one of the continent’s most vibrant civil society spheres, which has been
instrumental in political change. Initially viewed as contributing to democracy’s development, however, civil
society groups have come under increased scrutiny by scholars and policymakers. Do some civil society
groups promote democracy more effectively than others? And if so, which ones, and why?
By examining the structure, organizational cultures, and methods of more than one hundred Nigerian civil
society groups, Kew finds that the groups that best promote democratic development externally are
themselves internally democratic. Specifically, the internally democratic civil society groups build more
sustainable coalitions to resist authoritarian rule; support and influence political parties more effectively;
articulate and promote public interests in a more negotiable fashion; and, most importantly, inculcate
democratic norms in their members, which in turn has important democratizing impacts on national political
cultures and institutions. Further, internally democratic groups are better able to resolve ethnic differences
and ethnic-based tensions than their undemocratically structured peers.
This book is a deeply comprehensive account of Nigerian civil society groups in the late twentieth and early
twenty-first centuries. Kew blends democratic theory with conflict resolution methodologies to argue that the
manner in which groups—and states—manage internal conflicts provides an important gauge as to how
democratic their political cultures are. The conclusions will allow donors and policymakers to make strategic
decisions in their efforts to build a democratic society in Nigeria and other regions.
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Saldana:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and Democracy in Nigeria
(Syracuse Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Norman Eiland:

Exactly why? Because this Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and Democracy in Nigeria (Syracuse Studies
on Peace and Conflict Resolution) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author
who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have
such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Elaine Harvey:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time
to be go through. Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and Democracy in Nigeria (Syracuse Studies on Peace
and Conflict Resolution) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.

Michele Williams:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and Democracy in Nigeria (Syracuse Studies on
Peace and Conflict Resolution) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative
person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly
be doubt to change your life with that book Civil Society, Conflict Resolution, and Democracy in Nigeria



(Syracuse Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution). You can more appealing than now.
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