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In City of Strangers, Andrew M. Gardner explores the everyday experiences of workers from India who have
migrated to the Kingdom of Bahrain. Like all the petroleum-rich states of the Persian Gulf, Bahrain hosts an
extraordinarily large population of transmigrant laborers. Guest workers, who make up nearly half of the
countrys population, have long labored under a sponsorship system, the kafala, that organizes the flow of
migrants from South Asia to the Gulf states and contractually links each laborer to a specific citizen or
institution. In order to remain in Bahrain, the worker is almost entirely dependent on his sponsors goodwill.
The nature of this relationship, Gardner contends, often leads to exploitation and sometimes violence.
Through extensive observation and interviews Gardner focuses on three groups in Bahrain: the unskilled
Indian laborers who make up the most substantial portion of the foreign workforce on the island; the
countrys entrepreneurial and professional Indian middle class; and Bahraini state and citizenry. He contends
that the social segregation and structural violence produced by Bahrains kafala system result from a strategic
arrangement by which the state insulates citizens from the global and neoliberal flows that, paradoxically, are
central to the nations intended path to the future. City of Strangers contributes significantly to our
understanding of politics and society among the states of the Arabian Peninsula and of the migrant labor
phenomenon that is an increasingly important aspect of globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Strickland:

The book City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain for being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book City of Strangers: Gulf Migration
and the Indian Community in Bahrain. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Phyllis Tucker:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian
Community in Bahrain as your daily resource information.

Jeffrey Diaz:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain, you can tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Isabel Martin:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian
Community in Bahrain to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea
about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and go
through it. Beside that the e-book City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain



can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
this time.
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